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n 
SCOTL WD 
STR, ; 
Had fully Determined not to-encreaſe the number of theſe Scrib - 
krs, who now a dayes fill the Prefs, with every little P:odu&t 
of their Empty Brain : And lov'd better to pleale my (elf with 
Reading other Mens Opinions; than hazard my own to the Cen- 
ſure of the World. Bur when I conſider the great Hears and Ani- 
moſities, among all forts of People, and the Vaſt Pains 
that ſome- Violent Men are at, to throw us back into a 
Thouſand worſe miſeries, than theſe ftrom which GOD has moſt 
Graciouſly delivered us : The Duty I owe to my Religion, to my 
Colthtry , and the particular Freindſhip I bear to you, will not ſut- 
fer me any more to be lilent. 

You are now called together , Sir, by his Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange, to'Conſult and Deliberate, what Merhods will be moſt pro- 
» per to (ccure Our Religion, Laws and Liberties ; in order ro 
which, the ficſt rhing that will fall under your conſideration , is the 
ſcrling the Soveraign power. 

I take for granted , that you arefully convinced, that K: James 
the 7th: by his many Violations of the Fundamental Laws , by his 
endeayouring to eſtabliſh a Deſpotick and Arbitr povver,and 
inrroduce Popery. (tho he himlelf had confirmed allthe Lawsthar 
were enacted in Favours of the Proteftant Religion, ) has thereby ſub- 
verred the Conftitution, and that our Miſeries might have no Redreſs 
from him,has left us in a time when we-needed his Proteftion molt. 
The Eyes of all Europe are ow you, and it is in your Power to 
make your Selves and your Poſterity cicher Happy or Miſerable: 


by making a choile cither ro call back the (ame Kmg James, and 
hazard once more all that Men account Dear, Tohis Mercy, or to 


ſcrrle the zovernment on ſome other, under whom you may live 
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Quietand Peaceable Lives, withour the perpetual Terror of being 
{wallowed up by P opery and Arbitrary qzovernment , which 
all gooJ men hoped were now quite baniſh2d, and yer behold a 
new Off ſpring is ſprung up, which plead Eagerly for both, cho' under 
the miſtaken Names of Outy and Allegtance; Ir'> (irange chatany 
Man can fo far Degenerate, as to prefec Blauery to Libefty, and thar 
they ſhould be ſo much in Love with Chainr, that when chey were 
Fairly ſhaken off, they ſhou!d run Furioutly to be Ferrered again; 
asif the Ottoman and French povernm?ent were lo charming 
in-our Countrey that w2 cannut not Jive withour it , tho* we have ſo. 
lately groaned under the Diſmal Burden of it: And it might have 
been ſuppoſed that even thele who had been Inftramental in Enſlaving 
their Fellow-Brethren, and were grown Fat with ſucking in the Nations 
Blood ; would have taken another Method to Reconcile themſelyes, 
than by per{wading us to purchaſe their Safety, at ſo vaſt ag cx- 
' penceas the Ruine of more than three patts of the Nation will ge- 
ceflarly Amount to. IX. 4 

Do buc a little Refle& Sir, on the Mortiver which theſe Men ( blind- 
cd by ſelf Intereſt )make uſc of, to Delude the Nation into a ſecurity, 
that wanted very little of proving Fatal to it, and compare them 
with the Strong Reaſons, we have to diflwade us from being (o im- 
poſed on, and they/will be found ſo ek, and Impertinent,that you «|. 
muſt Judge ir nextto Impoſſibility, to. ſuffer our Selvesto be Twice De- . 
ceived, Bur if the Experience of ourformer Mileries, fo lately hang- 
ing over our Heads, (the very thoughts of renewing which make 
all good Mento tremble) has not madeus Wiler, and be not of 
Efficacy enough, to dererr us from venturing another Shipzrack,, and 
expoſing all again to the Diſcretion of a Roman Catholick; 1l:s 
more than probable that GOD has abandoned us, aid given us mp to 
beheve firong Delufions.. 

Firjt, Sir, they will endeavour to perſwade You, that Kings are 
Eximed from Pwuniſhments here on Earth, and nothing they do.can be 
Quarrelled by their Subjetg which indeed might with fome Reaſon 
be urged among the Turks, who reſerve nothing from the Power 
o! their SutitanS.and where its Death ro Diſpute his Conmands tho? 
neyer {@ Ardittacy and Tyrranical : But wich what Impudence Th 


can 
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can fuch Stuffbe impoſed on us,” who'never admit our Ringsro 
che (Hovernment, till they (wear ro Rule us according ro Lavy 
and no otherway2? The Lavvs are the only Security we have tor 
our Lives and Propertics, which if our Vovrraign ſubverr, Sub- 
jects cannoc te blamed, for making ule of rhe Ordinary Means to. 
prelerye them, and ſince that cannot. be done without withdrawing 
Obedience from tuch a Magiſtrate as goes abour to deſtroy them, 
ſuch an At cannot properly be ſaid to puniſh him, ( becauſe we 
take nothing from kim to which he bas a juſt Claim ) but doonly 
ſhun the occaſion of making our ſclves Miſerable, The Speculative 
Dofrine of paſſive Obedicnce, has done roo much Miſchief among 
us, and what has befallen the Ring may be juſtly imputed to it, 
for the belicving that wichout Oppoſition he might do what he plea(- 
ed, encouraged him to take ſuch Meaſures as haye drawn all theſe 
Misfortuncs on him, 

Secondly, Orhers are ſo Fpnd as to believe, that we may be fecure 
in calling the King back , providing they ſo Limit him , that it 
will nor be in his Power to hurt us: Theſe Men do not Conſider, 
how ſmall a Complement this is to a Man of the Kings Temper, from 
an Abſolute Prince as he was pleaſed to Fancy himſelf, to Contenr 
himſelf with the bare Title of a King , and how inſupportable the 
Change muſt be , if from being Maſter of all , he muſt force himlelf 
to comply with a T houland Maſters and ſee bis Throne become his 
priſon. But how Airy is it to fancy , that any Reſtrictions of our 
Contrivance can bind the King.Forif.It's moſt certain they can never 
be Voluntary , and what is conſtrained and done by Force , is by 
Lavydeclarcd to be Void and Null; to whoſe Afiſtance the popes 
Diſpenſing Power being joined , would quickly blow off theſe Samſon» 
Cords , and the Royel Power would again revive with all its Vigour 
and Luſtre. 

Seeondly, The Ring is: of a Religion that has in a Famous Comn- 
cit decreed, that no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks, muchleſs with 
Subje&ts whom he looks upon as ſo many Rebels , and will nut miſs 
totreat them as ſuch , whenever they give him the Opportuni- 
ty of doing it, for his greateſt Admirers do not runn to that beight 
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of MWolatty , to-imagine him ſo much Angel, as not to take all 
Meth os to Revenge ſo great an Affront , and ſecure bimlelf art 

our Coſt from ſuch a Treatment for the fue, the Apprehenfion 

of which Reſentment, will ſtrikeſuch Terrcr in Mens minds, that 

nothing will be capable ro divert them , from offcring up all tor an. 
Atonement, and popery and Slavery will be thought a good 

Bargain , it they can bur ſave their Lives : Then We may Lament 
Our Milſerics , Bur it will not be in our power to help them, tor a 

Prince of Or znge is not alwaycs ready to reicue us , with ſuch yaſt ex- 

pence and ſo great hazard to his perſon , and it our madneſs hurry 

us ſo far, we deſerve rather his pity than his reſentment. 

Thirdly , What Argument has the King given lince he left us, to 
perſwade us he will be more faicthfut in obleryving his Words and. 
Oaths, than hithertohe has been2 Does he not in a Letter lately 
Printed here,expreſly ſay he hasruled (o, as to give no occaſion of 
Complaint to any ot bis SubjeAts2 Is not the ſam? Letter ſigned by 
one , who Sacrificed both Conſcience and Honour to Jntereſt, whole. 
Pernicious and Head-ftrong COunctils has Poſted him to his ruine,tho | 
all that has been done cannot make Him ſenfible of itz Sure the 
reducing Hereticky tothe See of ROME, is not leſs Meretorious than. 
before , nor King. James the 7th. by breathing the French Air 
a little become lels Bigor, It were a Dream to fancy it;For lo long as the. 
Vatican Thunders Excommunications, aga;nſt all ſuch as do notule their 
outmoſt Endeavour to Extirpate Her-fie; a Roman Catholick 
muſt have no Reltgion at all it they be not Terrible to him, 

* TheThird Argument they make ule of ro perſwade ſuch as are, 
and ſhall be choſen Members of the Convention, that'its their Intercſt 
tocall back the King, Is that the Peace and Happineſs. of the Na- 
tion, cannot be otherways {ecured , nor Faftions or Diviſions extin- 
guiſhed ; Bur what Faftions Sir do you Obſerve , but ſuch as the 
themſelves do Foment on Purpoſe , ro diſturb our Harmony > Alt 
which would Immediately die, If the Government were once ſetled on 
theſe who deſerved it beſt, for then if thele fopps continned ſtill 
fond oft P opery and Tyranny, they would be Chaſtiſed, as Diſtur- 
bers of the Publick Peace. The Argument may very juſtly be 
Ictorted , for it the IRENE return wee will burſt out intoea Flame; 
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and England which has already declared,wil! quickly be on our To 


an Enemy roo Potent and too Numerous for us, tho we were al 
united , beſides the Danger to which ſuch a Procedure will expole 
us , we cut off all Hopes of an Union with that Nation, and there- 
by Deprive our ſelves of an unſpeakable Advantage , which would 
redound to all ſorts of People , and would be the only means to ſup- 
rt an Impoveriſh'd and ſinxing Nation. Neither is this the only 
conveniencie, tho it be a very Great one, for it we (tate our ſelves 
in Oppoſition to England, by Reſtoring the King whom they Re- 
zeed , it is not to be doubted but he will uſe his outmoſt endeavour 
to Recover that Kingdom the lols of which is ſo conſiderable. Now 
ſeeing it were yain to ſuppoſe that the Scots alone were able to (c- 
cond his Deſires, he muſt needs have recourſe to the French and 
Iriſh , whoſe Religion will procurea more entire Contidence, than 
his Majefty can yo e inany Others. Theſe therefore muſt be re- 
ceived into our Boſome, and becauſe Scotland is the moſt proper 
place, for Invading England, it muſt be the Scene of all the Blood 
and Confuſion that this Melancholly thought gives us a Proſpe& of. 
The happy Succeſs che PRINCE his Enterpriſe has mer with, 


| has made a conſiderable Alteration in the Afﬀairs of Europe, for 
that great Enemy of - the proteſtants and even of Chriſtianity ir 


ſelf, who had propoyd nothing lels to himſelf than an Univerſal 


Monarchy, whom the Stricelt Leagues and ContraQs cannot bind, 


bur without regard to GOD or Man,threatens all his Neighbours with 
utter Deſolation; By the' Scen's being changed-among us, is ſo far 
humbled that from a Proud and Inſulting Enemy, hc is become a Sup- 
plicant for Peace; well fore-{eeing that if Britain Join with thoſe 
other Princes, whom his Inſolence , Cruelty, and ' Avarice, has ſo 
juſtly Armed againſt him, his Ruine 18 Inevitable; Sothat it we have 
not Sox enough toenjoy this great Bleſſing, and can cafily part with 
the Glory of being once more the Arbiters of Europe, ler us at leaſt 
have ſo much Chriſtian Love and Charity, for the Neighbouring Na: 
tions of our own Perſwaſion,as not toexpole them to a neceſſary Par- 
ticipation of theſe Plagzes, which our Common Enemies are pre- 
praing for us, and which will certainly Terminat in all our Deſiru- 


Ctions. 
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Laſth, Sir, I beſecch you to conſider what Perſons they are who 
would inft:11 this Poyſon in You,and you will find them of three kinds, 
Firſt choſe who Poſtponeing the Common Good of the Nation, are wholly 
£Qted by Self Intereft, conſidering that in a Government where 
Fuſtice and Mercy equany Flour:ſh,vertue and merit, not Y:/any will 
be rewarded. 2dly. T hey who are Ignorant ot the Nature of (p0- 
vernment, and were never at the pains to Inform themſelves what 
mealures che Lavy of Nature, and Nations, have ſet ro Mens 
Obedicnce, but are Angry at _ thing that thwarts their wild No- 
tlons, and will admit of nothing tho* never ſa reaſonable and cons 
vincing, if their dull Capacities cannot reach ir. The 3d. Sort are 
ſuch as haye been Inſtrumental in Enſlaving their Countrey, and are a« 
trajd ifthey becalled to an Account ,they may be brought to fafſer 
Condign Puniſhmers, it {uch cannot Succeed intheir Deſign they ar kea(t 
hope to be overlookt in a General Confuſion, ſo they leave not mg n- 
eſlayed that may tend to their own ſafety; and 1t Heaven fail them, 
they Summond Hellto their Aid, not that Love to their Prince bur 
meer Ambition and Intereſt, drives theſe Criminals to {uch Attempts, 
neither are they much to blame, if chey are at ſuch pains roſow 
Divifions among us 3 But no Perſon of your Witt and Judgement nr 
any Good Man that is truly Proteftant and Minds the good of his 
Country, Will ſuffer himlelfto be ſo groſly Impoſed on by fuch Fire- 
brands, who would Build their Future Imaginary Greatneſs, on the 
Ruine of Oxr Religion, Laws and Countrey« 


Sir, 


Towr Humble Servant, 


